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ASBURY THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY 
BASIC CHRISTIAN DOCTRINE 
DO 501X 
Spring 2008 
  
Jason E. Vickers, Ph.D. 
 
 
Introduction 
 Welcome to DO 501, Asbury Theological Seminary’s introductory 
course to Christian doctrine.  Allow me to begin by introducing myself.  
Originally from Atlanta GA, I have lived in Nashville TN, Kansas City MO, 
and Dallas TX.  I now reside in Dayton, OH, where I am assistant professor of 
theology and Wesleyan studies at United Theological Seminary and an active 
member of Stillwater United Methodist Church.   
 
Now, let's get to four important questions: What is this course about?  
What information and skills will I learn through this course?  Why is this course 
important?  How will this course work?   
 
 
I. Course Description: What Is This Course About? 
This is an introductory course that bases the theological formation of 
students upon biblical data as well as upon the classical Christian tradition, 
contemporary theology, and Wesleyan theological distinctives with a view to 
helping students grasp the importance of theology for the practice of ministry.  
 
 
II. Course Objectives: What Information and Skills Will I Learn Through 
This Course?   
By the end of the course students will: 
 
l.  Have developed a working Christian doctrinal vocabulary that will support 
further study in theology and related disciplines. 
 
2.  Have grasped the vital connection between Christian doctrine, the Christian 
life, and the practice of Christian ministry. 
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3.  Have been introduced to all the major areas in the study of Christian 
theology and doctrine, e.g., the doctrine of the Trinity, Christology, 
pneumatology or the doctrine of the Holy Spirit, ecclesiology or the doctrine of 
the Church, and the like.   
 
4.  Be able to articulate the distinctive doctrinal emphases of the Wesleyan-
Arminian theological tradition, e.g., the doctrines of prevenient grace and entire 
sanctification. 
 
5.  Have further cultivated the worship and love of God with one's own mind 
and, as a result, have further developed intellectual and theological virtues that 
are distinctively Christian.    
 
 
III. Course Rationale: Why Is This Course Important? 
 This course is vitally important for our formation as Christian persons 
and as Christian ministers.  At one level, this course will help us better to 
articulate just what it is that we are committed to when we self-identify as 
Christian persons and as Christian ministers rather than as Jewish Rabbis or as 
Hindu priests.  In other words, this course will help us think more clearly about 
and be better able to communicate distinctively Christian beliefs about God, 
Jesus Christ, creation and human persons, sin and salvation, and the like. 
    
At a deeper level, this course will do more than help us better to 
familiarize ourselves with the language and logic of distinctively Christian 
doctrines such as the doctrines set forth in the Nicene-Constantinopolitan 
Creed (381 AD) and the Chalcedonian Definition (451 AD).  To be sure, being 
able to articulate the content of Christian doctrines is important.  However, in 
this course we will be doing more than simply parroting the words of ancient 
Christian creeds and confessions of faith.  Rather than simply memorizing the 
cognitive content of Christian doctrine, we will also be thinking about pastoral 
function of Christian doctrine.  In a word, we will be seeking to understand how 
Christian doctrine is good for us! 
 
 
IV. Course Procedures: How Will This Course Work? 
This course will revolve largely around our discussions in weekly 
modules (see the online guidelines below for more on modules).  These 
discussions will be based primarily on questions concerning the required 
readings for the course.  I will post these questions progressively in the form of 
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modules as we work our way through the required readings.  For now, here is a 
list of the required readings.    
 
Required Readings 
  
 The texts required for this course are as follows: 
 
A. Stanley Grenz, Theology for the Community (Eerdmans)  
B. Stephen Seamands, Ministry in the Image of God (IVP) 
C. Paul Chilcote, Recpturing the Wesleys' Vision (IVP) 
 
 All texts will be available from the bookstore.   
 
Evaluation Methods 
 The following are the assignments for this class and their relative weights 
in determining the final grade for the course.  
 
1. Weekly Reading Questions and Dialogue – This course will be based 
largely on the assigned readings.  Each student will be responsible for 
answering the discussion questions posted by the professor in weekly modules 
and for responding to the answers of the other members of the class (also in 
the weekly modules).  The professor will repeat these instructions in greater 
detail at the beginning of class.  Please note that it is the quality and not the quantity of 
your responses that counts.  In other words, the professor is not as concerned with how much 
you write as he is with what you write. As we get started, you should anticipate that 
this requirement will fulfill itself.  If you are actively participating in the 
dialogue, you will not have to worry about this part of your evaluation.  
Responding to the questions over the reading will constitute 30% of your 
overall semester grade.  Actively participating in weekly dialogue will constitute 
another 30% of your overall semester grade. (For more on modules, see the 
online guidelines below.) 
 
2. Sermon/Church School Lesson - Each student will write either a sermon 
or prepare a Church School lesson that aims to educate parishioners on the 
theological importance of the doctrine of the Trinity.  The student may wish to 
envision this project as something that she or he will actually use on Trinity 
Sunday (see the Church Calendar).  The sermon or Church School lesson is to 
be no less than four and no more than eight pages in length.  This assignment 
will constitute 20% of the final grade.  Sermons/church school lessons should 
be submitted to the DO501 Office. 
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3.  Final Examination – The final examination will constitute 20% of the 
overall semester grade.  Details will be given at a later date. 
ONLINE SECTION DESCRIPTIONS AND COMMUNICATION GUIDELINES 
 
The Virtual Classroom is built upon the open-source Moodle platform. By logging 
into http://virtual.asburyseminary.edu you will have access to this course and be able to 
collaborate with participant-colleagues and me throughout the course. The following 
are functions with which you should familiarize yourself: 
 
1. The Course Information Center, in the center of your screen, contains many 
features to be used throughout the semester, including: 
 
a) Course News and Announcements, where I will post items important for 
the entire class; 
 
b) Syllabus, where a copy of the syllabus is provided; 
 
c) To Professor, which is a way for you to post a message directly to me and 
we can discuss an issue privately; 
 
d) Course Questions, which is a public forum where you can publicly post 
any questions you have regarding the course so others may see your 
message and respond.  Anytime you have a question or comment about the 
course, the schedule, the assignments, or anything else that may be of 
interest to other participants and me you should post it to the Course 
Questions Forum; 
 
e) Prayer Forum, which is a public forum where you can post prayer 
concerns and praises for all to see.  This is a way for us to build 
community; 
 
f) Open Forum, which is a public forum where you can post anything that is 
not course-related for all to see.  Examples include someone getting 
married, an upcoming birthday, discussions on topics not course-related, 
etc.  This is a way for us to build community. 
 
2. Modules, which are located below the Course Information Center, will contain 
forums where group discussions will take place, documents or other files to 
download or view online, and assignment links where you will post your 
assignments to me.  Modules will be clearly labeled so you can follow along 
during the semester. 
 
3. Resources, a section located on the left side, provides links to items you will want 
to use often in the semester. 
 
